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WHO
WE ARE

ORGANISATION FOR
SOCIAL CHANGE,
AWARENESS AND
RESPONSIBILITY
(OSCAR) is a football for
development
non-profit dedicated to
empowering children
and youth in low-income
communities in India

MISSION
We use the power of
football and a network
of Young Leaders to
develop lifeskills and
improve educational
attainment for children
from underprivileged
communities in India

VISION
A world where
all children and
youth have
an equal
opportunity to
succeed

OSCAR IN KARNATAKA
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OSCAR Foundation believes the core values inherent in football are principles
necessary for community development. Our Football Programme is at the
heart of our intervention in lowincome communities. Based on ‘No School, No
Football’, OSCAR provides football and life skills sessions to children from low
income backgrounds as long as they attend school regularly.
Through our coaches and a network of OSCAR Young Leaders, we reach out to
25 low income communities across 6 cities. Weekly football sessions help our
children develop their football skills and enable our trainers to teach key lifeskills including leadership, conflict resolution and teamwork whilst raising
awareness on pertinent social issues including child marriage, health and
hygiene practices and gender discrimination.
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OSCAR Foundation offers interventions in early childhood education and
digital education. Through the early learning centre, we address all aspects of
early childhood development. As a number of beneficiaries belong to families
that have not been formally educated, we counsel parents on the importance
of a good education.
Given the importance of digital literacy and the application of computers in
daily life, we believe digital education is an important aspect of a child’s
all round development. OSCAR conducts basic and advanced courses which
introduce our beneficiaries to computers and the internet and teach them to
operate essential software including MS-Office. Our advanced courses are
supported by NIIT, a company that specializes in digital learning management.

YOUNG LEADERS PROGRA
MME
The Young Leaders Programme is a key ‘football for development’ initiative
that is the foundation for the sustainability of our organisation. Youth from
low income communities including previous OSCAR beneficiaries are
identified and trained to work with children. This is done by conducting
training courses throughout the year that help our youth develop their
communication and leadership skills and design activities that can be used to
impart life-skills among children.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, our Young Leaders have played a crucial role in
helping the organisation adapt and provide food relief to thousands of
families. OSCAR Foundation also helps develop the employability of Young
Leaders by conducting workshops, organising exposure visits and providing
opportunities for internships.

SPECIAL
PROJECTS

#ENABLINGCHANGE
Enabling Change is OSCAR's unique disability inclusion project that reaches
out to over a 100 children across 3 schools for children with disabilities
providing an opportunity to stay physically fit through engaging activities

#KICKLIKEAG
IRL
Our ‘Kick Like A Girl’ project advocates for gender equity in polarised low
income communities that are resistant to change. Through workshops and
training that incorporates football, we encourage girls to challenge the
preconceived roles of women in society and educate them about their
capabilities and freedoms.

COMPOSING FUTURES
‘Composing Futures : Music for Good’ is a project by Community Organized
Relief Effort (CORE), Music Heals International (MHI) and OSCAR Foundation
that uses music as a tool to bring about positive change in the lives of children.

OSCAR SSE
The OSCAR SSE Elite Football Project is a project that aims to give talented
young football players in Mumbai an opportunity to compete in All India
Football Federation’s (AIFF) youth leagues. Through this project, children from
our football programme and beyond are scouted irrespective of their socioeconomic status and are given an opportunity to play football at a higher level.

IMPACT 2019-2020

Aman (11)
"OSCAR introduced football
into my life and I am so happy
that I get to play and learn at the
same time "
Aman (11) studies in the 2nd grade at the Hellen Keller Institute for Deaf and
Deafblind. He is a beneficiary within Enabling Change, our disability inclusion
project. Aman lives with his mother and brother in Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai.
Aman has a hearing and speech impairment as a result of which he did not get
many opportunities to participate in sport before OSCAR. When he got to play
with his classmates at OSCAR's football sessions for children with disabilities, it
was an introduction to a new world, one which he loved and excelled in. Aman
was always a polite and well behaved child according to his teachers and
coaches. However, through life skills, he gained a new perspective on how team
work is necessary in all aspects of his life. Since then, he helps his mother in the
kitchen and with other household activities too. He has even started bringing
home groceries so his mother is not burdened with too much work.
Prior to OSCAR, Aman was largely unaware about his goals for the future.
Having taken a keen interest in sport, Aman has researched a lot on adaptive
sports and hopes to develop a career as a professional athlete whilst pursuing
his education.

Azeen (11)
"OSCAR encouraged me to be more
curious and learn new things. I
really enjoy OSCAR's sessions and
participate in all their activities. "
Azeen (11) is a beneficiary in OSCAR’s football programme. She lives with her
parents and a younger brother who also attends OSCAR football and life skills
sessions. Azeen hopes to become a doctor one day, especially inspired by the
efforts of doctors during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Azeen has attended OSCAR football and life skills sessions for the past two
years. She has always been sincere and studious academically. In fact, her
positive influence has helped other children who attend OSCAR take more
interest in their academics and school work. Initially Azeen was timid and would
avoid interacting with her teammates and other children attending sessions.
With time, as she started participating in the activities and playing regularly, she
showed a lot of confidence and started socialising with other children
attending the sessions. With this, Azeen’s football skills improved drastically
and she performs well with the ball at her feet and passes with accuracy.
She also started participating in digital activities and worksheets sent across by
coaches. She mentioned, “The best part about the worksheets was that it
made me more curious and interested about new topics that were covered. I
discovered many interesting YouTube videos and websites to help me with my
learning through these exercises.” Among the various life skills implemented
through sessions, Azeen has taken a great interest in ‘Communication’. She has
started writing small poems as a tool to demonstrate what she learns and how
she feels. Azeen is an expressive young girl with a cheerful willingness for
learning. For Azeen and her family, OSCAR is fun, where she can enjoy and play
in a safe environment with some old friends and plenty of new ones.

Netravati (19)
"The football programme has really
helped me develop my confidence
and leadership skills. I did not know
that sports like football could help
build these crucial life skills. "
Netravati is an OSCAR Young Leader belonging to the Badhwar Park
community in Mumbai. She lives with her mother who works as a housekeeper
and her sister who works as a retail assistant. Having lost her father when she
was 2 months old, Netravati looks up to her mother who has been a pillar of
strength through many hardships in the family.
Keen to share the valuable knowledge she had picked up as a beneficiary of the
football programme, Netravati soon became an OSCAR Young Leader and
made it her mission to enroll girls for football and life skills sessions from her
predominantly conservative community. Financial issues and lack of access to
key resources are certainly a barrier, but societal issues are a far greater
obstruction when it comes to girls in low income communities. Netravati said,
“People have accused me of revealing my body because I wear shorts. They
say I have been corrupted and will now corrupt the minds of young children in
my community. On top of this, people are divided on religious lines.” Weaving
through such complex structures is a difficult task. However, Netravati tells us
that young girls in the community fight for their right to play and learn. Today,
Netravati runs her own batch of girls, to whom she teaches football and gender
life skills. Netravati also took the unprecedented step of enrolling a transgender
person to her batch.
Netravati is determined to provide for her family and especially create a better
life for her mother who has always supported her.

Akshay (22)
"I faced so many barriers as a kid
and I feel good knowing that children
today have better opportunities
through the work we do."
NAkshay (21) is the son of fisherfolk belonging to the Ambedkar Nagar
community in Mumbai. He has two siblings and recently completed his
graduation. Many years ago, little did Akshay know that a life altering accident
during his childhood would set him up on a journey helping children with
disabilities in Mumbai. Left with a permanent hump on his back after his
accident, his peers would often not let him participate and play, afraid that he’s
weak link. He said, “I know the pain one feels when left out, especially at such a
young age.” However, through OSCAR, Akshay was determined to participate
and work on his development. He attended football and life skills sessions and
our digital programme as a child and then went on to successfully become an
OSCAR Young Leader.
Through the Young Leader programme, he attended ‘Enabling Change’, a
unique project that aimed to bring sport to the lives of children with disabilities.
He was amazed to know that such programmes exist. He was determined to
participate and get involved in the project. After training, he started working
with the children at the ‘Bombay Institution for Deaf and Mutes’, a school that
works with children who have hearing and speech impairments.
Akshay was also selected to attend the FIFA World Cup in Russia for his
excellent performance as a Young Leader. “The thrill of entering an airport,
sitting in an aeroplane and flying to a foreign land to watch the biggest sporting
event in the world motivates me to work hard and make myself a role model for
future generations living in my community,” he said.

OSCAR's work recognised by Bollywood
superstars Amitabh Bachchan and Aamir Khan

Manchester United star and World Cup winner
Juan Mata visits OSCAR Foundation in Mumbai

Sophie, Countess of Wessex, Prince William and
Kate Middleton visit OSCAR programmes

Micah Richards, Tony Adams and Pharrell
Williams visit OSCAR programmes

Barcelona legend and World Cup winner Xavi
Hernandez inaugurates the construction of our
football pitch

